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Only two more editions from us this year now! We hope everyone had a wonderful holiday (that was
equal parts study leave) and we want everyone to know that we aren’t publishing overstudy leave.
We have an especially interesting selection of articles this week and hope you enjoy.

The Problem of the Week will continue to run as normal and is available on its own firefly page,
don’t forget to answer it as you get five house points for every correct answer!

Good luck with your exams everyone and as always, Happy Reading!

Editors, Meagan, Megan and Roena

Manchester United secured a dramatic 5-4 victory over Olympique Lyon in the second leg of their

Europa League quarter-final at Old Trafford, advancing 7-6 on aggregate.

The match began with Lyon taking the lead through Rayan Cherki’s header in the 25th minute, but
United responded swiftly. Manuel Ugarte equalised in the 27th minute, and Diogo Dalot put them
ahead just before halftime. Lyon’s Corentin Tolisso equalised early in the second half, and Nicolas
Tagliafico’s header brought them ahead in extra time. With United trailing 64 on aggregate, Bruno
Fernandes converted a penalty in the 115th minute after Casemiro was fouled. Kobbie Mainoo then
scored in the dying seconds to level the tie. In the 121st minute, Harry Maguire headed in a
Casemiro assist to complete the turnaround and send United through to the semi-finals.

Manchester United’s last scorer had this to say in his post-match interview

Harry Maguire: “It’s a special moment. We showed incredible character to come back from 4-2
down in extra time. This team never gives up.”

From the other point of view, Lyon’s Manager Ruben Amorim praised the team’s effort and called
it a performance full of “heart and belief.”

Although Lyon played well and gave everything, it wasn’t enough. Their star player, Alexandre
Lacazette, said, “We had the game in our hands, but football is cruel sometimes.”

It was an unforgettable night and one of the most exciting games in the Europa League this season.
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During the Easter break, I travelled to Krakow, Poland. It was a great place with lots to do,
from the town itself and its many churches to the Wieliczka salt mines and other attractions.
But of all the places I visited, one stood out much more than the rest: Auschwitz-Birkenau.
It was always going to have a huge impact; I had anticipated as much. However, being there
and experiencing the infamous buildings of devastation really is unlike anything else I've
ever done.

To stand in a room and be told that 70,000 people were murdered right where your feet are
is completely incomprehensible. Or at least it was for me. And then to learn that that was a
smaller, experimental chamber and that the number killed was dwarfed by many other
similar places to come was something I couldn’t begin to imagine.

In the strangest way, being there at the death camps and being told all the figures and
statistics didn’t affect me in the way I thought it would. There is a definite sadness that
everyone who visits will feel, but for me, the sheer scale of the operations undertaken by the
Nazis left me with not all that much more than that. It sounds terrible, but I simply could
not begin to take in the statistics and build a picture of the atrocities. I could not get my
head around the fact that millions of people were murdered pretty much instantly as soon as
they arrived, with no trial or dignity. They were led to the death camps in their thousands
every day for years on end, many truly believing that they were going to build new lives
there.

Perhaps the most poignant section of the tour was when I went through the building that
houses the possessions of the victims. Hundreds of suitcases with their names on them fill a
huge space in one room, followed by many more pots and pans and other household
equipment in another. Then came the shoes. Just thousands and thousands of shoes of all
sizes and colours lining the side of another room. Seeing these reminders of the people
behind the numbers certainly helped me to picture those poor, helpless victims and the
devastating cruelty shown to them but I still couldn’t get my head around it.

I suppose no one truly can understand the pure evil that was so widespread and the tragedies
caused by it, because thankfully we are so far removed from it where we are today. But we
must-always remain alert to the slow build-up of hatred for certain groups in oursociety. We
can’t allow particular sections of society to become scapegoats.and shun the blame on
everyone else. The build-up of hatred may be slow, but the impacts can be quick and brutal
once it reaches its peak, just as when the Nazis took power. The horrors of that time must
never be allowed to repeat.



At the High School of Dundee, we’re lucky to be part of a school that values
individuality and encourages everyone to be themselves. But even in a community like
ours, stereotypes are still apparent, and they can be more harmful than we might realise.
Which is why I have decided to write about something I’'m passionate about. Breaking

stereotypes.

A stereotype 1s when someone makes an assumption about a person based on their
gender, background, appearance, or interests. Things like “boys shouldn’t show
emotion,” “girls don’t like sports,” or “you’re too quiet to be a leader”. These phrases
can seem small, but they (whether it's after one comment or more), could have a
negative impact.

In school, stereotypes can affect how students see themselves and each other. They can
stop someone from joining a club, speaking up in class, or being proud of who they are.
Over time, these ideas can lead to pressure, isolation, or just feeling like you don’t
belong... and that’s not what a school should tolerate.

One of the things that makes our school special is the wide mix of people in it, sporty,
creative, academic, shy, loud, all of the above, below and many more I didn’t mention.
Everyone brings something different, and that’s exactly how it should be.

The good news? Stereotypes only have power if we let them. Whether it’s calling out a
harmful joke, encouraging a friend to try something new, or simply being open-minded,
we can all help make HSD a place where nobody feels boxed in.

You see, in L6 and up until now, I’ve been friends with girls, in the exact same way that
I'd be friends with boys, (you get the point don’t you)? But the hate I got from it was
sometimes overwhelming, with people assuming that boys can’t or shouldn’t be friends
with girls and other different related reasons. This might be interpreted as stereotypes,
and either way, I practically got bullied for being myself, and for many different reasons
I still do.

Because at the end of the day, being yourself should never be something you have to
apologise for. So, saying something like “I don’t want more girls playing cricket because
they all *makes sassy squealing sound*” is stereotypic, and the examples I've given at
the top of the article are so too, and I'm not trying to be funny with the *sassy squealing
sound* bit. So maybe when we’re comparing, judging or criticising, let’s be careful what
we say, to who, and why we would say that. Let’s make this world a better place, one
step at a time.



I see ghosts of him
They surround me
Consume my daily tasks
Just as he did

I hear echoes of him

His voice is in my thoughts
In my actions

He still laughs at my jokes

His ghost follows

I see him in others

Brown bearded boys playing men
I see him in me
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I want dignity

In the face of death

Don’t speak to me like a child
As though I am breakable like

My glass heart

Starts cracking at the thought and
Suspends its constant rhythm
Beating subsiding at the idea

Of the end

The pages start to rip as

The great ballad pauses in awe of
Our grand finale




The cast of the next Avengers movie, Doomsday, has been revealed via a video
showing a long line of chairs with the actors’ names on the back. The list itself is a
gathering of actors from various Marvel super teams, one of which predates the
MCU, and two others have yet to debut. (Obviously, spoilers follow). Last summer
1t was revealed that the role of Doctor Victor Von Doom, one of Marvel's most
iconic villains, will be played by Robert Downey Jr, in a move that set the internet
on fire. Personally, I'm looking forward to his take on the character. So long as
they keep Doom’s famous ego.

The only member of the original Avengers returning as their character for the
film is Chris Hemsworth who has played Thor since 2011. Paul Rudd is set to play
Ant-Man, and said afterwards that keeping secrets for a Marvel movie was a
serious business and not like ‘military secrets’. Anthony Mackie will be returning
as Sam Wilson, with Danny Ramirez playing sidekick Falcon. Simu Liu will be
playing Shang-chi, whose return is most welcome after his five-year absence
since his debut film in 2021, which was one of marvels better multiverse saga
offerings.

Various characters from Wakanda will appear, including Letitia Wright as Black
Panther, Winston Duke as M’baku, and Tenoch Huerta as Namor.

Marvel's newest superhero team, the Thunderbolts who debut this May, will also
be appearing. Sebastian Stan will play Bucky Barnes once again, with Florence
Pugh as Yelena, David Harbour as Red Guardian, Wyatt Russel as John Walker,
Hannah John Kamen as Ghost, and Lewis Pullman as Bob, who is thought to be
Thunderbolts*s villain so looks like he’ll live to fight another day.

The Fantastic Four, set to make their highly anticipated debut this summer, will
also feature, with Pedro Pascal as Mr Fantastic, Vanessa Kirby as the invisible
woman, Joseph Quinn as the human torch and Ebon-Moss-Bachrach as the Thing.

A more surprising addition was that of several of the original cast of the Fox
Studios X men films, though several have appeared already in other MCU
projects.




Among them include Sir lan McKellen as Magneto, Patrick Stewart as
Professor X, whom he previously reprised in dr strange 2, James Marsden as
Cyclops, Scottish actor Alan Cumming as Nightcrawler, Kelsey Grammer as Beast
who appeared briefly in the credit scene of The Marvels, and Rebecca Romjin as
Mystique. Channing Tatum’s Gambit, from Deadpool and Wolverine, will also be

appearing.

Two set photos leaked apparently show McKellen and Marsden in their roles,
alongside Benedict Wong, who has played the character of Wong since 2016’s
Doctor Strange, and who was not announced on the chairs.

That’s a long list. However, there are several noteworthy omissions. The MCU has
grown a lot since Endgame (arguably too much for its own good) so it was
inevitable that some would not be present. None of the guardians of the galaxy
are present, nor is Brie Larson’s Captain Marvel, Mark Ruffalo’s Hulk, or Jeremy
Renner’s Hawkeye (though the Hawkeye series is reportedly getting a second
season next year). Tom Holland Spider-Man was absent, although the release
date and name of his fourth Spider-Man movie was recently revealed, Brand new
day, July 31st 2026. Despite rumours that Chris Evans was reprising Steve Rogers
earlier this year, his name was absent from the showcase. Still, Wong was seen on
site so hopes springs eternal. (Unlike the Eternals who nobody wants to see
return) The plot of the film itself is only to be guessed at but will be followed up
in 2027 with ‘Avengers Secret Wars’, presumably an adaptation of one of the
Marvel Comics Secret Wars arcs. There are two, one in 1984 and another in 2015,
both a fair bit different.

The six-hour livestream attracted 275 million views across the internet. A
quarter of a billion people watched this. Three percent (I think) of the population
of Earth watched 6 hours of the backs of chairs. And people say that Marvel is

dead.




PROBLEM OF THE WEEK

Haoqi Liu, F3

Your weekly mathematical challenge!
Send solutions to me at
liuh@highschoolofdundee.org.uk.
Additional information (hints!) can be found
on Firefly using the QR code.

If you get it right you’ll be awarded house
points!

As always, email solutions to me at
liuH@highschoolofdundee.org.uk

Although the Columns won't be publishing
during study leave, problem of the week will
still be running as normal on Firefly.

A cricket randomly hops between 4 leaves, on
each turn hopping to one of the other 3 leaves
with equal probability. After 4 hops, what is
the probability that the cricket has returned to
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